
Friends, 

  

One of the great theological debates in the history of the Church was a debate between two men 

named Pelagius and Augustine. The debate occurred in the early 400s and centered on how we are 

saved. 

  

On one hand, Pelagius argued that we are saved by obeying God's laws. According to him, God has 

shown us through scripture and the life of Christ what a holy life looks like. We are to follow that guide 

and live the way God wants us to. We are saved by living lives which are good enough-- or holy 

enough-- to be accepted by God. We are fundamentally saved but what we do. 

  

On the other hand, Augustine argued that we are not saved by obeying God. We are not saved by 

obeying God because we cannot obey God all the time or live perfectly holy lives. For him, each of us 

is fallen and marked by sin. We are complicated people, with too many competing desires, too much 

pride, and altogether too affected by sin to save ourselves. We could simply never be good enough to 

follow all of God's commands ourselves. Thus for Augustine, we need someone from outside 

ourselves to help us. And for Augustine the something was God. God in Christ comes to help us do 

what we cannot do on our own; to repair us and save us from our sin. 

  

In the end, Augustine won the debate. Church leaders sided with him and he was eventually named a 

saint. (Perhaps you have heard of Saint Augustine.) It is important to re-visit this debate and remind 

ourselves from time to time that we are not saved by our good works or how good or holy we are, but 

rather we are saved through God's grace alone. What God calls us to is to trust in God's grace and 

then by transformed by the Holy Spirit. That spurs us on toward a life of holiness but, it is God who 

saves us, not our good deeds. 

  

Thanks be to God, 

Pastor Jordan 

 

 


